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Among the gifts received by the minstrels from Nannaa was the bent legged bear-cub, unable to open its mouth (Maiai.soi).
Ur - 1. Makkal kutivilhun nakaram (Place where people live in grotips/village/town/city). As CoJan Karikar peruvalattan gave to fire the towns of the enemy day and night, the people in those places cried woefully and lamented their lot (Puram.7:7,8). The village with wide trees gave up its festive activities when it learnt about the Cera monarch Pertmceralatan fasting to death while he sat facing north, ashamed of the wounds in his back (Puram.65:5). In the martiaj games conducted in the big town full of bustle, soldiers exchanging pleasantries, talked about their physical prowess (Puram.84:4,5). King Pad giving away his villages to suppliants and his horse-drawn chariot to a jasmine creeper, attained deathless fame (Puram.201:2-5). Kuntukat Paliya tanar blessed Ceramaii celvak katunko valiyatan that he might live for aeons, more numerous than the sands on Anporunai river and the grains of paddy grown in all the fields in all the towns of his country (Puram. 387:34-36). In the prosperous town of Imaiyavarampan. Netuacera-latan festivals were celebrated daily to the sound of drums (Pati.i5:i7,is). As Perimceral irumporai gave to fire an enemy-town, the smoke thereof hid ail directions (Pati.7i:9,io). In all the villages whose festivals were celebrated Lord Murukan would appear and grace people (Mum,220). Kanci city was greater than all other towns because of the festivals celebrated by people of different religions (Peru.4io,4ii). Watchmen of the town well-versed in the art of guarding, discharged their duty faultlessly (Matu.646-647). The peacock that had drunk the rich brew of the juice of the fallen mangoes, the honey shed by the bees and the essence of the sweet drupe of the jack mingled with the waters of the pool, would dance intoxicatedly like a rope-dancer walking on tight rope stretched between bamboo -poles in festive towns (Kuri.i9i - 194). Karikarperuva-
lattan devastated walled towns of the enemy ruining their beauty (Pat,269,270). Player-minstrels who had received the gifts from Nannan son of Nannan, said to other minstrel desirous of gifts, that the fame of the old city of the monarch' lofty like a mountain with heaven kissing battlements, had spread everywhere (Maiai.92-94). In the small village there was a noisy bustle as the vetci warriors had collected the restless milch-cows together in one place without their calves (Akaiu.63:10 - is). Women of the village spread scandal ignorant of the nature of young women in love who languished when their lovers left them to seek wealth, passing through cruel wild tracks (Akam.95:10-12), The town became desolate as its citizens vacated it, afraid of the bandits who murdered bands of merchants for their wealth (Akam.,167:7 - 10). The small village beside the grey hill was desolate and solitary (Akam. 203:i5). The maid said to the heroine in the hearing of the hero by the wall outside: "Our father has agreed to give your hand in marriage to the lord of sounding cataracts; this town in its gossip, couples your name with the hero; our mother also has said that he is the proper husband for you; therefore let us offer sacrifices to our house-hold deity praying that the wedding-day may come quickly0 (Akam.282: 12-is). The small village had pretty settlements, with huts having conical roofs (Akam.329:4). In the old town where minstrels celebrated festivals, the male monkey hugging a jackfruit in its arms, stood behind a dancing peacock like a drummer behind a dancing woman (Akam,352:i-6). The small village had fields in the MuUai tract where millet grew and leverets gambolled about (Akam. 334:5,6). If her lover were by her side, the heroine would rejoice like a festive town (Kuru-41:1,2). The heart of the heroine separated from her lover suffered endlessly like the single bellows of the.blacksmith intended for the benefit of the people of seven villages around (Kuru. 172:5 7). The people of the village said that the life of the hero with just the income from a